Unterrichtseinheit ‘conditional clauses‘

There are, as in German, three types of conditional clauses, depending what time you are referring to resp. What you would like to express.

Type I, Open Condition

If it rains, I will stay at home.

If it doesn’t rain, I won’t stay at home

If-clause




main clause

present 




will future







imperative







modal verb

Type II, Improbable Condition / Unreal Present

If it rained, I would stay at home.

If it didn’t rain, I wouldn’t stay at home.

If-clause




main clause

past





would / could / might + infinitive

Type III, Impossible Condition / Unreal Past

If it had rained, I would have stayed at home.

If it hadn’t rained, I wouldn’t have stayed at home.

If-clause




main clause

past perfect




would / could / might + infinitive perfect










  (have + past participle)


NEVER  use ‘would’ in an if-clause !!!

How to avoid it?

(

‘tense-shifting’

‘would’ + present

(

past

‘would’ + present perfect
(

past perfect


INVERSION

Type I:

If it should happen, I will call you.

( Should it happen, I will call you

Type III:

If it had happened, I would have called you.

( Had it happened, I would have called you.

EXERCISES

1. Conditional sentences, Type 1

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form

1. I’ll look for your notebook and if I (find) it I give you a ring.

2. If you (smoke) in a non-smoking compartment, the other passengers (object).

3. I’ll wash the glasses in boiling water. No, don’t. If you (put) them into boiling water they (crack).

4. If you (see) Tom, (ask) him to ring me.

5. If he (win), he (get) 1.000 Pound, if he (come) in second, he (get) 500.

6. If you feel too hot during the night, (turn down) the central heating.

7. If you (wait) a moment, I (come) with you.

8. The lift wasn’t working when I was here last. If it still (not work) we (have to) use the stairs.

9. I shan’t wake if the alarm (not go off).

10. I shan’t wake unless I (hear) the alarm.

11. If you’d like some ice I (get) some from the fridge.

12. He’s only fifteen but he wants to leave school at the end of the term. If he (leave) now he (be) sorry afterwards.

13. I expect it will freeze tonight. If it (do) the roads be slippery tomorrow.

14. That book is overdue. If you (not take) it back to the library tomorrow you (have to) pay the fine.

15. Unless Tom (take) his library book back tomorrow he (have) to pay the fine.

16. If you (not feel) well tomorrow you’d better take a day of.

17. If a driver (brake) suddenly on a wet road he (have) a skid.

18. If you (like), I (get) you a job in this company.

19. If you (like) a job in this company, I (get) you one.

20. My dog never starts a fight. He never growls unless the other dog (growl) first.

21. If your phone (not work) you can use mine.

22. If you (not know) the meaning of a word you (can use) a dictionary.

23. If Jack (refuse) to help we (have to) manage without him.

24. We’ll test the knife for fingerprints. If your fingerprints (be) on it you (be) charged with murder.

25. If you (not want) a full breakfast you can ask for a continental one.

26. If you (hear) from Tom, could you please let me know?

27. I’m not expecting any messages, but if someone (ring) while I’m out, could you say that I (be) back by six o’clock?

28. Notice on a box of chocolates: Every care has been taken with preparation and packing, but if these chocolates (reach) you in a damaged condition, please return them to us and we send you another box.
29. If you (care) to see some of his drawings, I (send) them round to your office.

30. If I ever (have to) teach this kind in sentences again, I (go) bananas.

2. Conditional sentences, Type 2

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form

1. Of course I’m not going to give her a diamond ring. If I (give) her a diamond ring she (sell) it.

2. Tom: I woke up to find the room full of smoke; but I knew exactly what to do. Anne: If I (wake) up to find the room full of smoke I (have) no idea what to do.

3. Ann: I couldn’t live without Tom. If he (go off) with another girl, I (pine) away and (die). But I (have) complete confidence in Tom.

4. If someone (say),’I’ll give you 500 Pound to go into court and swear that this statement is true,’ what you (do)?

5. If we (work) all night we (finish) in time; but we have no intention of working all night.

6. You must never blow out a gas light. Do you know what (happen) if you (blow) out a gas light?

7. If I (see) a tiger walking across Hyde Park I (climb) a tree. That (not be) any use. The tiger (climb) after you.

8. If I (come) across two men fighting with knives I (call) the police.

9. Ann: All your clothes are years out of date. Why don’t you throw them away?

Mary: Don’t be ridiculous. If I (throw) my clothes away I (have) to ask my husband for 500 Pound to buy new ones.

10. Ann: If you (ask) him for 500 Pound, what he (say)?

11. Mary: He (be) too horrified to speak at first. But when he’d recovered from the shock, he probably (start) talking about divorce.

12. If someone (offer) me 1000 Pound for information, I (be) rather suspicious.

13. If I (see) a python in Piccadilly I (assume) it (escape) from a circus.

14. We train the children to file out of the classroom quietly, because if a whole class (rush) at the door somebody (get) hurt.

15. Why don’t you buy a season ticket? – Because I lose everything. If I (buy) a season ticket, I (lose) it.

16. Why don’t you bring your car to work? If I (have) a car I (bring) it to work.

17. Ann: George is fourteen. Tom: He must be older than that. He’s in a full-time job. If he (be) only fourteen he still (be) at school.

18. He must be very rich, he’s staying at the Savoy. – He must be, if he (be) poor, he (not stay) at the Savoy.

19. If I (have) heaps of money I (drink) champagne with every meal.

20. If you (drink) champagne with every meal, you soon (get) tired of it.

21. Prime Minister on golf course: I’m not at all worried. If I (be) worried at all, I (not play) golf at this moment.

22. But I don’t want to buy an elephant! – I know that, but where you (go) if you (do) want to buy one?

23. Why don’t you get a cat? If you (keep) a cat the mice (not run) about everywhere.

24. Your notes are almost illegible. Why don’t you type them? If you (type) them they (be) a lot easier to read.

25. If only we (have) a light! It’s  depressing waiting in the darkness.

26. A university degree is a useful thing. If I (have) a university degree I now (sit) in a comfortable office instead of standing at a street corner selling newspapers.

27. I (be) very grateful if you kindly (sign) this document.

28. If the earth suddenly (stop) spinning we all (fly) off it.

29. Sorry we couldn’t come. We had a puncture. – If it (be) only a puncture why (not change) the wheel and carry on?

30. If I (win) in the lottery everybody (write) to me asking for money.

3. Conditional sentences, Type 3

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form

1. If he (not take) his gloves off he (not get) frost bitten.

2. She was sent to prison because she refused to pay the fine; if she (pay) the fine she (not be) sent to prison.

3. If he (tell) me earlier he was a vegetarian I (cook) him something more suitable.

4. I had no map, that’s why I got lost. If I (have) a map I (be) all right.

5. Why didn’t you say that you were short of money? If I (know) I (lend) you some.

6. It’s lucky he had his torch with him. If he (not have) it he (fall) down the cellar steps.

7. The job is much worse than I expected. If I (realise) how awful it was going to be I (not accept) it.

8. It was the medicine, not the disease that killed him. If he (not take) the medicine he (not die).

9. I overslept; that’s why I’m half an hour late; and if my phone (not ring) at nine o’clock I still (be) in bed.

10. I left before the end of the match, if I (wait) another ten minutes I (see) Schalke striking the winning goal.

11. This paraffin heater was perfectly safe. There (not be) a fire if the children (not knock) it over.

12. The fog came down suddenly and they didn’t know which way to turn. If only the (have) a map and compass with them they (not be) drowned.

13. I think if he (tell) his father about his plan he (agree).

14. He was driving much too close to the other car. If he (be) further away he (be able) to stop in time.

15. I’m sorry you didn’t tell me that dogs were allowed in the hotel; if I (know) I (bring) my dogs. He (enjoy) the walks and I (enjoy) his company.

16. If the old earl (transfer) his property to his son seven years before, death duty (not be) nearly so heavy and the estate (needn’t be) sold.

17. He (refuse) the job even if the (offer) him twice as much.

18. The secretary never informs anybody. We (not know) about this meeting if the chairman (not tell) us.

19. If you (be) there, what you (do)?

20. It rained, which spoiled our picnic; but if it (not rain) it (be) a great success.

21. We used wet sticks to light the fire. If we (use) dry sticks it (light) long ago.

22. I didn’t recognise him at first because he was wearing dark glasses; if he (not wear) them I (recognise) him immediately.

23. If I (know) that horse was going to win I (put) some money on it.

24. There was no public phone in the village. If there (be), of course we (phone) you.

25. If he (play) football like all the other boys he (have) a much better time at school.

26. We had to stand in the train because it was so full. If he (book) seats, as I told him to, we (have) quite a comfortable journey.

27. If our passports (be) all right we (not be) arrested.

28. If he (not be) so shy he (talk) to her already.

29. If he (not be) so nervous he (score) a goal.

30. If they (listen) before they (avoid) some of the mistakes.
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