The Participle

“Life is a tale, told by an idiot, signifying nothing”

I. BILDUNG

1. The girl writing the exercises is good at maths,

2. as the solutions written on the blackboard show.

3. Having written similar exercises Alex went home.

4. Being written on the blackboard the exercises seemed quite easy.

5. Having been written down the exercises became homework.

Es gibt zwei Grundformen des Partizips, das Partizip Präsens (present participle,          Infinitiv + -ing, Beispiel 1) und das Partizip Perfekt (past participle, 3te Stammform, 

Beispiel 2). Das Partizip Präsens hat aktivische, das Partizip Perfekt passivische Bedeutung.

Durch Verbindung mit den Hilfsverben be und have werden – wie bei anderen Verbformen auch - die zusammengesetzten Formen des Partizips gebildet (Beispiele 3, 4 und 5)

	Aktiv
	Passiv

	writing (Beispiel 1)
	written (Beispiel 2)

	having written (Beispiel 3)
	being written (Beispiel 4)

	
	having been written (Beispiel 5


Weder muss sich das Partizip Präsens nur auf dieGegenwart, noch das Partizip Perfekt sich nur auf die Vergangenheit beziehen, vielmehr ergibt sich ihre zeitliche Bedeutung aus dem Satzzusammenhang:

Can you see Alexander? He’s the boy standing next to Paul. (...who is standing...)

He talked to the girl sitting next to him yesterday. (...who was sitting...)

Susan doesn’t like everything shown on TV. (...that is/will be shown on TV.)

Frank never understood the stories told by his grandmother. ( ...that had been told...)

II. USAGE

The Present Participle

1. The present participle before a noun

Das einfache (nicht erweiterte) Partizip Präsens kann – wie ein Adjektiv - vor einem Substantiv stehen. Dasselbe gilt, wenn das Partizip Präsens eng mit einem Adjektiv, Adverb oder Substantiv verbunden ist.

We booked a room with running water and a fascinating view.

His secretary is a quick-thinking woman.

She is one of the most important people in this fast-growing company.

She can cope very well with stress-producing situations.

2. The present participle after a noun

Das Partizip Präsens kann statt eines Relativsatzes stehen, jedoch – anders als im Deutschen – normalerweise hinter dem Substantiv, auf das es sich bezieht. Diese Position ist zwingend, wenn das Partizip erweitert ist ( etwa durch adverbiale Bestimmungen).

The girl wearing a blue pullover is called Ann. (...who is wearing...)

Bill’s mother forgot the presents lying on the table. (...which were lying ...)

Do you know the man standing in front of the shop-window? (...who is standing...)

Bob interviewed some old people needing help every day. (...who need help...)

see exercises 1-4

3. The present participle after verbs of perception

Nach Verben der Sinneswahrnehmung steht im Englischen häufig die Konstruktion “Objekt + present participle”, wenn der Ablauf einer Handlung betont werden soll. Im Deutschen sind hier Infinitive oder Objektsätze gebräuchlich (Beispiel 1). 

Soll nach Verben der Sinneswahrnehmung zum Ausdruck gebracht werden, daß eine Handlung zum Abschluß gebracht wurde(Beispiel 2), oder mehrere Handlungen aufeinander folgen, benutzt man den Infinitiv; (Beispiel3).

1. Suddenly the driver saw a young woman running towards his motor bike.

Plötzlich sah der Fahrer eine junge Frau auf sein Motorrad zurennen.

Plötzlich sah der Fahrer, wie eine junge Frau auf sein Motorrad zurannte.

Ruth woke up when she heard the siren of an ambulance screaming.

2. She looked out of the window and noticed a fire-engine stop near the factory gate.

3. Then she saw the ambulance skid round the corner, drive down the street and disappear.

see exercise 5

4. The present participle after certain verbs.

Das present participle steht nach Verben der Ruhe (lie, remain, sit, stand...)und der Bewegung (come, go, walk,...)

Alex and Iain stood looking at each other after they had heard the news.

Alex und Iain standen da und sahen einander an, als sie...

Jill remained sitting when Dr Jones came in.

Jill blieb sitzen als Dr. Jones...

Suddenly a stone came flying through the window.

Plötzlich kam ein Stein durch’s Fenster geflogen.

see exercise 6

The Past Participle

1. The past participle before a noun

Wie das present participle, so kann auch das past participle – wie ein Adjektiv – vor einem Substantiv stehen. Dasselbe gilt füe ein durch ein Adverb oder Substantiv erweitertes Partizip. Das past participle hat jedoch, anders als das present participle, passivische Bedeutung.

If I were you, I wouldn’t wear that torn pullover.

The recently-arranged meeting between the two presidents has been cancelled.

Hand-made shirts are usually more expensive than factory-produced ones.

NOTE: One can use both present and past participle as an adjective/relative clause. With the present participle the described action is happening at the same time as the whole sentence, with the past participle it is already past.

2. The past participle after a noun

Das Partizip Perfekt steht, etwa anstelle eines Relativsatzes, hinter dem dazugehörenden Substantiv, wenn es durch eine adverbiale Bestimmung erweitert ist. Das past participle hat jedoch, anders als das present participle, passivische Bedeutung.

Photos taken from Mars were transmitted to the earth. (...that were taken from Mars...)

The workers sacked last week decided to organize a protest. (...who were sacked...)

See exercise 7

3. “have” + object + past participle

Die Kombination “have” + object + past participle bedeutet “etwas (veran)lassen”

	
	have
	object 
	past participle

	Mr Greenbaum

Mr Greenbaum
	had

ließ
	the furniture

die Möbel
	taken to his new flat.

in seine Wohnung bringen.

	The Snyders

Die Snyders
	are having

lassen gerade
	their fridge

ihren Kühlschrank
	repaired at the moment.

Reparieren.

	Our school

Unsere Schule
	is going to have

hat die Absicht,
	new curtains

neue Vorhänge
	made for all rooms.

machen zu lassen.

	When did the hotel

Wann ließ das Hotel
	Have


	air-conditioning

eine Klima-Anlage
	put in?
einbauen?


See exercise 8

III. Participle Constructions

1. Participles instead of adverbial clauses

a) Noticing Marcia 

/ I told her the news at once.

    When I noticed Marcia,
/ I...

b) Encouraged by his good results 



/ John worked even harder

    Because John was encouraged by his good results,
/ he...

c) Though speaking little French 

Regina started translating for her guests.

    Though Regina spoke little French,
she...

Das present participle (Beispiel 1 und 3) und das past participle (Beispiel 2) können anstelle von Nebensätzen benutzt werden. Haupt- und Nebensatz bzw. Partizipialfügung haben das selbe Subjekt, das bei HS / NS zweimal genannt wird (I / I, John / he; Regina / she), bei der Partizipialfügung in den Hauptsatz rückt.

2. Participles instead of adverbial clauses of time or reason

a) Kate broke one of the plates 
   washing up.





...while she was washing up

b) Hearing 

that there was snow in Boston the pilot flew to New York.

    When / because he heard...

c) Told 


to write the letter again, the secretary was angry.

    When / because she was told...

d) Having drunk 

five beers Frank decided not to drive home.

    After / because he had drunk



Present und past participle können statt eines Temporalsatzes stehen, der durch "when" oder "while" eingeleitet wird {Beispiele a); b); c)}. "having" + past participle {Beispiel 4} entspricht einem Temporalsatz, der durch "after" eingeleitet wird.

Es ist nicht immer eindeutig, ob eine Partizipialfügung temporale Bedeutung hat. Wenn eine kausale Bedeutung ausgeschlossen bzw. eine bestimmte Bedeutung zweifelsfrei vermittelt werden soll, wird eine Konjunktion gesetzt.

Playing the piano Miss Frank didn't hear the door-bell.

Da / als Miss Frank Klavier spielte,...

While playing the piano Miss Frank didn't hear the door-bell.

Während Miss Frank Klavier spielte,...

(Though) playing outside, the children didn't hear the ambulance.

The officials were never satisfied (unless) cheating the citizens.

See exercises 9, 10

3. Misrelated participles

In der Regel werden Partizipialfügungen, die einemTemporalsatz entsprechen, ohne einleitende Konjunktion verwendet. Wenn aber im Hauptsatz ein Objekt steht, muß dem Partizip ein "when" oder "while" vorausgehen, um Mißverständnisse zu vermeiden.

Peter saw a man entering the house.

Peter saw a man who was entering the house.

Peter saw a man when entering the house.

Peter saw a man when he entered the house.

4. Participle constructions with their own subject

Normalerweise haben Partizipialkonstruktion und Hauptsatz dasselbe Subjekt, d.h., die Partizipialkonstruktion bezieht sich auf das Subjekt des Hauptsatzes. Will man etwas Anderes ausdrücken, müssen Partizipialkonstruktion und Hauptsatz über je ein eigenes Subjekt verfügen.

Being upset after the argument, Jack left the room.

His wife being upset after the argument, Jack left the room.

Wanting to fly to Japan the Armstrongs began to save all their money.

Their daughter wanting to fly to Japan the Armstrongs began to save all their money.

See exercises 11, 12

IV.
 Exercises

1. Put the words in the correct order to make sentences.

1. runs an – Lucy’s aunt – offering bed and breakfast – guesthouse – old-fashioned.

2. part-time – there – serving breakfast – job – has got a – Lucy.

3. some toast – to a – just taken – reading a daily newspaper – man – she’s.

4. has just ordered – low-cut – some more coffee – a – wearing a – summer dress – woman.

5. aggressively – sitting near her feet – black dog – is barking – a little.

2. Complete the text with the help of the words in brackets, but leave out the relative pronoun and use a present participle.

There has been growing criticism of the Government’s ... (new law that allows lorries to have) a bigger total weight of up to 38 tonnes. Some experts are worried about the extra traffic problems on ... (routes that lead through) small villages. In a lot of cases the new lorries may be no longer than the majority of ... (the older, lighter vehicles that are moving along) our roads now. However, their extra weight could damage thousands of ... (old bridges that already find it hard) to cope with modern traffic. In addition, several groups – including the Council for the Protection of Rural England – point to the added pollution and greater accident risk for ... (people who live in the country).

3. Complete the translations. Use present participles.

1. Die Verwaltung der Stadt London wurde 1982 gezwungen, ihre Politik der billigen Fahrpreise für Leute, die mit den städtischen Bussen und U-Bahn-Zügen fahren, aufzugeben.

In 1982 the Greater London Council was forced to give up its new policy of lower fares for...

2. Die Anzahl der Fahrgäste, die öffentliche Verkehrsmittel benutzen, nahm sofort ab.

The number of ... went down at once.

3. Die Verwaltung der Stadt London veröffentlichte 1983 einen Bericht, der die Folgen der höheren Fahrpreise detailliert darstellte.

In 1983 the GLC published ... in detail.

4. Die Anzahl der Fahrgäste, die mit der U-Bahn fahren, hatte sich um 13,5% reduziert.

The ... had been reduced by 13.5%.

5. Darüber hinaus war die Anzahl der sich täglich ereignenden Verkehrsunfälle enorm gestiegen.

Moreover, the ... had gone up enormously.

4. Replace the relative clauses. Use a present participle in front of or after a noun.

1. .What sort of work do you do, Fiona? – I’m with a firm that produces home computers and video equipment.

2. What’s business like? – Very good. I’m lucky to be in an industry that’s growing fast.

3. Do you enjoy it? – Yes, I do. Last month I was even mentioned in the company’s magazine, because I had an idea that made money.

4. Have you got any children? – We’ve got a daughter who’s studying French.

5. Tell me, who’s the man who is talking to our hostess?

6. Do you mean the man who looks attractive or the other one?

7. The handsome one. – It seems he’s married to that girl who’s sitting on her own in the corner near the window.

8. What about the other  one? – Oh, he’s quite famous. I’ve forgotten his name, but he’s a concert pianist who’s won several prizes.

5. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.

1. The policeman noticed the smoke (come) through the roof.

2. Did you see the car (hit) the fence?

3. Late in the night I heard a woman’s voice (cry) again and again.

4. She heard the door (slam).

5. I was listening to the music in the next room when I heard it (stop) suddenly.

6. I can feel something (crawl) on my back.

7. He noticed his daughter (talk) to a man in the street.

8. There’s nobody at home. I saw them all (leave) the house.

9. I watched him (cross) the road, (go) into the park and (sit) down on a bench.

10. She saw him (cast) a glance at his watch.

11. The doctor could feel the patient’s heart (beat).

12. We caught David (smoke) one of his father’s cigars.

13. They noticed him (switch) off the light.

14. I can see Mr Gibson (work) in the garden.

15. Listen! I think I can hear a car (come) up the road.

16. Did you see the dog (jump) over the fence?

17. We watched the soldiers (march) up the street.

18. The innkeeper saw the tramp (sit) down, (put) his feet on the table and (light) his pipe.

6. Fill in the missing verbs in the correct form.

(shop, watch, talk, wait, stand, swim, sleep, listen, ride)

1. While we stood ... for the sheriff in front of the saloon, two cowboys came ... along the road in full gallop.

2. I asked him to sit down but he remained ....

3. She lay ... on the beach; her children had gone ... in the sea.

4. My mother usually goes ... in a department store.

5. The crowd stood ... the changing of the guard.

6. As they had not seen each other for years, they sat ... until midnight.

7. After she had heard the noise, the old lady sat ... in her bed.

6 a. Finish the translation, using the pair of verbs given in brackets. If possible, put the second verb as a present participle, if not, join the two verbs with ‘and’ or ‘to’.

1. Helen lag am Strand und beobachtete die kleinen Boote.

Helen .............................. the little boats. (lie, watch)

2. Ihr Freund saß neben ihr und las die Zeitung.

Her boy-friend ................. the paper. (sit, read)

3. Nach einer Weile ging sie zum Hotel und holte ihre Sonnenbrille.

After a while she .......... her sun-glasses. (go, fetch)

4. Auf einmal kam ein Kellner vom Hotel auf sie zu gelaufen.

Suddenly a waiter from the hotel ............... towards her. (come, run)

5. Er stand ein paar Sekunden vor ihr und atmete tief.

For a few seconds he ............... deeply. (stand, breathe)

6. “Ein Polizist sitzt im Hotel und wartet auf Sie,” sagte er.

“A policeman ...............,” he said. (sit, wait for)

7. “Er möchte, daß Sie kommen und mit ihm Tee trinken.”

“He’d like .................... a cup of tea with him.”

8. Helen stand auf und lächelte. ”Das wird mein Vater sein,” sagte sie.

Helen ......... . “It’ll be my father,” she said. (get up, smile)

7. Re-write the underlined words by leaving out the relative pronoun and changing the verbs into past participles.

1. To turn on the video cassette recorder (VCR) you press the “ON/OFF” switch that you usually find at the back or the side of the machine.

2. To put a cassette into a top-loading VCR, you open a little door by pressing a button that is labelled “EJECT”.

3. The numbers that are shown in this “window” tell you the amount of space on the cassette that you haven’t used yet.

4. Press the “SELECT” button to obtain the TV channel that you require.
5. The “TIMER” operates like an alarm clock. If you programme it, it will automatically begin to record a TV programme at a time that you have chosen.

6. The “TV/VCR” switch allows you to watch one TV channel “live” and, the same time, record a programme that is being transmitted an a different channel.

7. The “TRACKING” knob will improve the quality if you replay a cassette that you have borrowed, i.e., a recording that was made on somebody else’s machine.
8. The “DEW LAMP”, a safety control that you do not see on a lot of VCR’s is a warning light that tells you if the tape heads are slightly wet e.g. because of the air that surrounds the machine is too humid.

8. “Have” + object + past participle. 

Two people are discussing the renovation of an old hotel. Fill the gaps, using “have” + object + past participle of one of the following verbs: design, extend, re-plant, re-decorate, repair.

1. This bedroom looks really grotty, Linda. I mean, look at the wallpaper. – You’re right, Bob. We should .................. as soon as possible.

2. This old clock doesn’t seem to be working. Shall we get rid of it? – Oh, no. Not yet anyway. It’s nice, Bob. Why don’t we try to ....................?

3. Is the kitchen really big enough, Linda? – No, of course it isn’t. We’ll have to .................... before we can open the restaurant.

4. If we make the kitchen bigger, that little apple tree can’t stay where it is now. – True. We’ll have to ............................

5. The previous owner’s hotel brochure isn’t very attractive, Linda, is it? – It’s awful. Let’s ............................. by a professional advertising agency.

9 .Shorten the following sentences by using participles instead of the relative clauses

1. The bridges that connect Manhattan with other districts are very long.

2. The streets that run north and south are called avenues.

3. Do you know any other town that is laid out like a checkerboard?

4. We left New York through a tunnel which had been built under the Hudson.

5. We stopped at a motel which consisted of several buildings.

6. The manager of the hotel, who was accompanied by a porter, showed us our rooms.

7. Each of the rooms that were shown to us had a TV set.

8. Rockefeller Center is a group of huge skyscrapers which stretches from 48th to 51st Street.

9. On the TV we heard some folk songs which were sung by a group of girls.

10. Some districts of New York get their special characters from the people who live there.

11. The match that was arranged for this afternoon has been postponed.

12. We found a box which contained ammunition.

13. In the evening we walked up a hill that overlooked the town.

14. They were looking for a key that had been lost by their mother.

15. He got a letter that announced Joan’s engagement to a Mr Plumtree.

10. Shorten the following sentences or join the pairs by using participles. 

Use the past participle if it is necessary to make it clear that one action occurred before the other. Participle constructions replacing adverbial clauses of time (and usually also those of cause) must be put before the main clause.

1. As he was a teetotaller, he only drank a cup of tea.

2. Mrs Brown had a cup of coffee when she had finished the washing-up.

3. The baby was stung by a scorpion and fell ill soon after.

4. As he was rather poor, he could not afford to go by taxi.

5. Mr Davis repaired the fence. Then he painted it.

6. The thief ran away when he saw the policeman.

7. She had worked all day. She was rather tired.

8. As he wanted to be in time, he took a taxi.

9. He rushed out of the house and slammed the door.

10. He finished his breakfast and rushed out of the house.

11. As she was rather tired, she went to bed at once.

12. Mr Fitzgerald put on his Mackintosh when he saw that it was raining.

13. As he was taken by surprise, he did not know what to say.

14. He read the instructions and began to put the parts together.

15. As he had forgotten the number, he could not find the house.

16. They were exhausted by the long climb and had a rest.

17. She found the letter on the table and read it at once.

18. As he had been caught once, the boy never cheated again.

19. He did his homework. Then he went to the swimming pool.

20. He was waiting for the bus. He was reading a newspaper.

11. Misrelated participles / Participle constructions with their own subject.

Participle constructions can only be used when the participle is related to the subject of the sentence. Thus some of the following sentences require certain changes or cannot be shortened at all.

1. When I came home from school, I met my friend George.

2. When I came home from school, my father’s car was standing in front of the house.

3. He was in a hurry. The car was left unlocked.

4. When you stand on the tower, the whole town can be seen.

5. As he had failed his exams, he tried to find a job as a clerk.

6. When she left the house, the bus came down the road.

7. If it is posted today, the letter will arrive tomorrow.

8. When he got out of bed, a scorpion bit him.

9. When he realised that he had lost so much money, he had a breakdown.

10. While I was walking past the river, the wind blew my hat off.

11. When you leave the car in this park , the brakes must be left off.

12. When I waded across the river, the current nearly swept me off my feet.

13. When he rode his first race, his horse fell at the last jump.

14. When Susan reads in bed, her hands often get cold.

15. I saw a tree when I passed your garden.

11a. Correct the following sentences.

1. When filling a tank with petrol naked lights should be extinguished.

2. Loudly barking he took his dog for a walk.

3. Reading the text a second time, the meaning becomes clearer.

4. When carrying a gun it should never be pointed at someone.

5. When planting these flowers care must be taken not to damage the roots.

6. Believing that his last hour had come, his hands began to tremble.

7. Passing under a ladder, a pot of paint fell on my head.

8. Having paid my taxes, the amount left on my account was rather small.

9. Writing my name into the hotel register, a familiar voice attracted my attention.Towed behind the car, I saw a trailer with a boat on it.

12. Present or past participle? Put the verbs in brackets into the correct forms.

Some new rules... (introduce) by the Minister of Transport will affect all motor-bike owners who haven’t yet passed their driving test. The rules say that from February a learner will not be allowed on public roads with a bike over 125 cc, and the driving test itself will be in two parts, the first part on a special track. Only riders ... (complete) the first part of the test successfully will be allowed to take their practical test on the road.


In a recent interview Mick Hockley, an instructor with the largest organisation ... (run9 training programmes for learners welcomed the changes, ... (point out) that today’s 125 cc machines are as powerful as the 250 cc machines of twenty years ago. In fact, with some of today’s small but powerful bikes easily ... (reach) maximum speeds above the legal speed limit, some critics say that even the new laws will not be strict enough.


Young riders on the courses ... (run) by Mick Hockley learn to look after their bikes, because if ... (keep) properly a machine is less likely to cause an accident. Even if    (intend) to let a garage do any repairs, all riders should understand certain basic things about their bikes. For example, unless ... (replace) whenever necessary, a front tyre can easily get a puncture or start to skid. And then, ... (accord) to Mick, the rider will go ... (fly) and “will end as part of the decorations.”


In traffic there are always a number of things ... (happen) at the same time. So, as a rider, you must be conscious of cars behind you ... (try) to overtake you. And you must learn to watch people ahead of you ... (get ready) to rush out onto a zebra crossing as soon as you get nearer.


Bad roads, with lots of bone - ... (shake) holes in them, though possibly ... (provide) a few moments of excitement, should be avoided by riders who want to go on ... (live). Similarly, in a recently ... (publish) book ... (offer) advice to the average learner - ... (call) “’Sorry, mate, I didn’t see you’, Tim Monaghan stresses that when ... (buy) gloves, jackets, boots, helmets, etc., riders should make sure they choose items that might give some protection in an accident.

13. Rewrite the sentence, don’t use a participial construction.

1. NASA announced startling findings from atmospheric studies done by a satellite.

2. For some, the changes lying ahead will be difficult.

3. The boycotters, hating to turn the ocean into a rubbish dump, refused to buy the firm’s petrol.

4. Disgusted by apartheid, consumers around the world avoided purchases from South Africa.

5. Dover lacks the services and money needed to cope with such a large influx of immigrants.

6. The bill blocks imports into the US of any products made by children.

7. Meeting in Helsinki representatives from 86 countries agreed on a treaty.

14. Change the subordinate clause into a participle construction.

1. People who enjoy a good gossip in the office could even hate telework.

2. When people have lost their jobs, they are often robbed of their sense of self-worth.
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