USAGE

I. ASPECTS
When are the simple or progressive forms used?

The SIMPLE FORM stresses the fact as such, it does NOT draw attention to the duration of an action. It is used especially

1. to express WHAT IS ALWAYS SO or HAPPENS AGAIN AND AGAIN
2. for COMPLETED actions, especially

a) for actions that happen ONE AFTER THE OTHER
b) for actions which TAKE ONLY A MOMENT
The PROGRESSIVE FORM is used for actions which CONTINUE ONLY FOR A LIMITED PERIOD OF TIME

1. if they have STARTED but are NOT YET FINISHED at the moment the speaker is referring to, either just now or AT ANY CERTAIN TIME in the past or future, especially if

a) TWO ACTIONS are going on AT THE SAME TIME
b) ONE ACTION IS GOING ON when another action sets in.

Note: Certain verbs are NEVER used in the continuous form:

a) verbs of perception: to hear, to notice, to see, to see, to smell, to taste..... when they are used in their original meaning

b) verbs of liking or disliking: to like, to dislike, to love, to hate, to prefer...

c) verbs expressing a wish: to desire, to want, to wish ...

d) verbs expressing a belief, an opinion: to agree, to believe, to doubt, to know, to remember, to suppose,...

e) some verbs expressing a state: to be, to belong, to contain, to exist, to possess, to own, to have (= to possess).

III. TENSES 

When do we use the different tenses?

The PRESENT TENSE is used

1. to express WHAT IS ALWAYS SO or HAPPENS AGAIN AND AGAIN

2. for PRESENT ACTIONS

The PAST TENSE is used
1. for an action which STARTED AND CAME TO AN END AT A CERTAIN TIME IN THE PAST.
2. to relate A SUCCESSION OF PAST EVENTS.

Signal words for the past tense are, e.g.:

then, at that time, yesterday, last night (week, summer, year...),the other day, in 1968, formerly, long ago, when I was a child,...

The PRESENT PERFECT is used

1. for actions within a period of time which is not yet finished 
2. for actions which have taken place at an UNMENTIONED time in the past and WHOSE RESULTS CONTINUE up to the present

3. for completed actions of the IMMEDIATE PAST, esp. with the adverbs just and only just 

Signal words for the present perfect are, e.g.:

For, since, how long, so far, up to now, yet, in my life, this week, today,...

PAST TENSE and PRESENT PERFECT compared:


The PAST TENSE




The PRESENT PERFECT


expresses that, from the point of view of the speaker,

an action that took place and was

an action that has taken place or has completed in the past has NO RELATION
in the past has a RELATION TO THE TO THE PRESENT
.



PRESENT TIME.

Eton WAS FOUNDED in 1440.

Eton HAS long BEEN a famous school.
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PASSIVE
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· ‚have‘ + past participle

(   ‘perfect tenses‘

· ‚be‘ + past participle

(    passive

· ‘be’ + present participle
(    continuous / progressive / comprehensive form

EXERCISES

I. SIMPLE OR CONTINUOUS FORM

1. Present Tense

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form

1. Sorry, Mum, I can’t answer the phone; I (wash) my hair.

2. The road (run) from Bristol to Bath.

3. My son (read) three or four books every week.

4. Oliver can’t come out at the moment; he (do) his homework.

5. You’d better take an umbrella; it (rain).

6. What (they, do) in the evenings? – They (watch) TV or (read).

7. What (Dad, do) now? – I (think) he (write) a letter in his room.

8. I must go now. Mary (wait) for me at the bus stop.

9. Where’s Jane? – She (have) a bath.

10. The earth (move) around the sun.

11. How (you, get) to school? – In summer I (walk), in winter I (go) by bus.

12. The water (boil); do you want another cup of tea?

13. The sun (set) in the west.

14. Some big trees (stand) in front of our house.

15. The sun (set); it’s time to put the children to bed.

16. (you play) the piano?

17. We usually (have) breakfast at half past seven.

18. Listen! Sheila (play) the piano. She (play) the piano quite well.

19. (she, always, write) with her left hand?

20. A man (lie) on the road near our house. I think we must call the police.

2. Past Tense

1. As he (cross) the street, he was run over by a lorry.

2. (you, play) football as a boy?

3. My tooth (break) when I (eat) a nut.

4. While her friend was in London, she (write) to him twice a week.

5. I (take) a shower when the telephone (ring)

6. I (watch) TV every evening last week.

7. The Pilgrim Fathers (land) in New England in 1620.

8. (you, play) football when the thunderstorm began?

9. When I (leave) the house. It (rain).

10. I (watch) a movie when my cell-phone (go off).

11. Who (you, talk) to on the phone when I (come) in? I (talk) to Jennifer.

12. He (come) to see me whenever he (need) money.

13. While she (set) the table, he (write) a letter.

14. My grandfather (play) tennis until he was seventy.

15. He (wear) a mask when he entered.

16. How often (you, swim) in the sea when you were at the seaside?

17. What (you, do) in your garage on 5 April at 4 p.m.? - I think I (polish) my car.

18. When we (arrive),they (sit) in the garden.

19. I (swim) in the sea when the accident happened.

20. Mark still (do) his homework when we (come). His brother Cliff, who always (work) quicker, already (play) table tennis in the garden.

3. Verbs not normally used in the Continuous form

1. When I looked out of the window, I (see) two men fighting on the road.

2. Is the cook eating out of the saucepan? – No, she only (taste) the sauce.

3. I (taste) garlic in the soup.

4. Listen! There’s a noise. – (you, hear) anything now?

5. Derek can’t be back until six. He (see) his girlfriend home.

6. When you came into the room, (you, smell) anything unusual?

7. (you, listen) to the radio? (you, hear) what the speaker is saying?

8. (you, see) the boat on the horizon?

9. Why (you, smell) your wine? Isn’t it good? – Oh no, it (taste) marvellous.

10. I (see) your teacher tomorrow.

11. I’m sure I (smell) something burning.

12. This cake (taste) of onion.

13. The dog (smell) the tree when the other dog came.

14. That tobacco (smell) dreadful.

15. Now I (see) what you mean.

16. They (cross) the road, (go) into the park and (sit) down on a bench.

17. I (write) a letter when the light (go) out

18. Where’s Tim? – I (think) he (work) in the garden. He (like) working there.

19. Our dog (hate) cats. (present tense)

20. Before he (leave) the room, he (switch) off the light.

21. (you, go) to school when I (see) you this morning?

22. He immediately (stop) the car when he (hear) the strange noise in the engine.

23. One night three men (sit) round a table in a pub and (have) some drinks. Suddenly the door (open) and a man with a black mask (point) a gun at them.

24. When I (try) to open the drawer, the handle (break) off.

25. (you, like) what you (do) now? (present tense)

26. He (smile) at me when he (see) me.

27. When we (come) into the room, he (seem) to be a little exited.

28. I (read) a lot these days because I (prepare) for my final examinations. – All students (read) a lot when they (prepare) for their examinations.

29. She (break) down when she (hear) the news.

30. (your father, own) this large house?

31. He (not tell) us what he (want).

32. When the doctor (arrive), he (see) at once that the patient (die).

33. When he (see) the policeman coming, the burglar (run) out of the back door and (hide) himself among the bushes.

34. I (not know) who these things (belong) to.

35. When the teacher (enter) the room, the boys (stand) up.

36. When the teacher (enter) the room, the boys (stand).

37. You (not tell) the truth. – How (you, know) that? (present tense)

38. The tramp (sit) down, (put) his feet on the table and (light) his old clay pipe.

39. I (watch) TV when the telephone (ring).

40. When the guests (arrive), Mr Henderson (work) in the garden, Mrs Henderson (wash) her hair and the children (assemble) their toy railway in the sitting room. Mrs Henderson at once (put) a towel round her head, (call) her husband in and (send) the children out into the garden.

4. Passive Voice: Simple or Continuous Form?

1. Dinner jackets are (worn) for formal occasions.

2. You can’t see the lions now; the lion house is (cleaned). It is (cleaned) every morning at this time.

3. I had to wait while my car was (repaired).

4. The other day a man was (run) over by a bus in front of our house. He was immediately (taken) to hospital.

5. When Mr Waddell entered the hospital, his wife was (operated) on.

6. The hall is (painted) at the moment. That’s why we are using the back door.

7. Yesterday my wife’s fur coat was (stolen) out of the doctor’s waiting room while she was (examined).

8. Such mistakes are (made) even by the best students.

9. After the ship had been made fast, I was (pushed) down the gangway. My passport was (examined) and my suitcase was (checked) by the customs officials.

10. The street is (closed) for some days, some old houses are (pulled) down.

5. Repeated Actions: Simple or Continuous Form?

The continuous form is used with always, constantly, etc. to express a sort of disapproval about someone who does something too often.

1. The boys always (make) silly remarks.

2. The Browns always (eat) fish on Fridays.

3. Mother constantly (have) colds.

4. She always (ring) up and (talk) for hours.

5. Nick (get) up at seven every morning.

6. I’m sure that Peter always (tell) the truth.

7. Wendy continually (complain) about her mother-in-law.

8. Mr Robertson always (play) the piano when we want to go to bed.

9. The child continually (cry).

10. Mrs Pebblestone always (have) an egg for breakfast.

6. Situational Practice (Continuous Form)

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.

The New Flat

The Carsons (live, present) on the tenth floor in a modern block of flats. One day after tea, Mrs. Carson (do) the washing up when the bell (ring).

Mrs C.: „Susan, please answer the door.“

Susan.: “Sorry, Mum, I (wash) my hair.“

Mrs C.: „And where’s Dad?“

Susan: “He (polish) the car in the garage.“

Mrs Carson (dry) her hands and (open) the door herself. She is surprised when she (see) Mr and Mrs Bates, their former neighbours in High Street.

Mr B:
„Hello, Mrs Carson, we thought we might drop in for a moment and have a look at your new flat, but I’m a little out of breath. Haven’t you got a lift in this building?“

Mrs C.:„Sorry, Mr Bates, the lift (be) repaired. Come in, please, Mrs Bates. Have a 

cup of tea first.“

While Mr and Mrs Bates (look) round the flat, Mrs Carson (go) back into the kitchen and (put) the kettle on the gas stove.

Mrs C.: „Please have a seat. The water (boil) already.“

Mrs B.: „All by yourself, Mrs Carson? Where’s Mr Carson?“

Mrs C.: „Oh, he (work) on his car, Susan (wash) her hair and Bill (see) his girlfriend home.“

Suddenly there is a loud knocking.

Mrs B.: „(you, hear) that? It (sound) as if it (come) from next door.“

Mrs C.: „It’s Mr McLean on the eighth floor. He (make) a new wardrobe. He often (make) or 

(repair) things in the evening.“

A moment later there are two other noises, they (seem) to come from opposite directions.

Mr B.: „(you, know) what that is? It (sound) as if you have got a steam engine in the kitchen and a waterfall in the bedroom.“

Mrs C.:„I (believe) it’s Miss Holland , she (have) a shower - she (have) one nearly every 

evening - and the woman next door, she (use) her sewing machine.“

Mr B. (sniffing): „What a strange smell.“

Mrs C.: „Maybe it (smell) of wet paint. The windows in the whole house (be) painted this 

week, ours (be) painted this morning.“

Mr B.: „No, it (smell) of fish . Oh, I (hate) fish.“

Mrs C.: „Sorry, Mr Bates, perhaps our neighbours (have) fish for dinner. Sometimes the smell 

(spread) through the whole house.“

Susan (come) in with a towel round her head.

Mrs B. „ Hello, Susan, how are you? (you, go) to school when I (see) you the other day?“

Susan: „No, I (...not). I (not go) to school any longer.“

Mrs B.: „(you, remember) our old house in High Street? The neighbouring houses (be) pulled 

down - the noise is awful - and the new ones  (be) 
built, but the old tree at the corner 

of Primrose Gardens still (stand) there; it (belong) to the Chapel, you know...“

Suddenly there is another noise, a baby (cry).

Mr B.:“ You haven’t got a baby, Susan, have you?“

Mrs C.:“ Of course not. It’s the baby next door, it (always, cry).“

Mrs B.:“ John, I (hear) the TV news from somewhere. We really must go. Our daughter (wait) 

for us with the dinner. Good-bye, Mrs Carson, good-bye, Susan. Your new flat is 

rather nice, but - thank goodness - our old walls are a bit thicker.“

II. TENSES

1. Past Tense or Present Perfect?

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.

1. Linda (not yet, finish) her homework.

2. Susan (finish) her homework half an hour ago.

3. America (be) discovered by Columbus.

4. When (he, come) home? – He (come) at 6 o’clock.

5. (Clifford, pass) his examination?

6. Up to now I (never, hear) a dog speak.

7. (you, sleep) well last night?

8. Where (you, be) these last four days?

9. We (already, have) lunch.

10. Mr Snodgrass (just, leave) the office.

11. When I (be) a boy, we (live) in the country.

12. So far we (not, have) any reason to complain.

13. Our neighbour’s dog (run over) by a lorry yesterday.

14. We (finish) painting the house.

15. (you, wear) your hair long when you (be) at school, Dad?

16. I (be) to the cinema twice this week.

17. When (you, meet) her for the first time?

18. (you, see) Mr Gray today?

19. What (happen) to your car? There are some long scratches on its right door.

20. When I (be) in London, I (go) to the theatre at least twice a week.

21. This time last year we (be) in Greece.

22. There are Englishmen who (never, be) to the Continent.

23. The train (not yet, arrive).

24. What (you, do) last night?

25. Shakespeare (live) from 1564 to 1616.

26. I (not, see) the new Schwarzenegger film up to now.

27. I (give, up) smoking years ago.

28. Jack (just, switch on) the radio.

29. Do you know whether the postman (be) here already?

30. Where (you, buy) that coat?

2. Past Tense or Present Perfect? (for, since)

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.

1. Mr Brown (break) his leg in January. He  (not, be able) to go out since then.

2. Since the time of Edward I the eldest son of the king or queen (be) called the Prince of Wales.

3. The police inspector (arrive) yesterday and (begin) his investigations early this morning. He (be) at it ever since.

4. What time (you, have) breakfast this morning? – At half past eight, but I  (not, have) anything to eat since then.

5. (you ever, be) to Scotland? – Yes, I (be) there six years ago.

6. Mr Henderson is not at home. He (go) to see some friends. He (go out) at five and (not yet, return).

7. (you, have) any serious illnesses? – Yes, I (have) pneumonia when I (be) in the navy.

8. Where (you, be) all this morning? It’s nearly three o’clock now,

9. Last winter there (be) only a little snow, but this winter we (not, have) any snow at all.

10. I (lose) my keys. (you, see) them anywhere? – Yes, I (see) them on the kitchen table last night.

11. Where (you, spend) your holidays last year? What time of the year (you, go)?

12. (you, see) West Side Story? – Yes, I (see) it in New York.

13. Grandpa (go) to the doctor yesterday. He (be) ill for some time now.

14. Some days ago my wife (have) a car accident. I (not, have) an accident for years.

15. (you, read) this book? – Yes, I (read) it during my holidays.

3. Past Tense or Present Perfect in Adverbial Clauses with ‘since’

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.

1. I haven’t seen her since we (leave) school.

2. I haven’t seen her since I (be) in England, and I’ve been here for three months now.

3. Since we (move) to Maidstone, we haven’t been to the theatre.

4. I’ve been a supporter of S04 since I (be) twelve years old.

5. She hasn’t had an accident since she (have) her new car.

6. I haven’t had a holiday since I (come) to Edinburgh.

7. Since he (be) married, he hasn’t had a drop of alcohol.

8. I haven’t had a drop of alcohol since I (last, meet) you.

9. I’ve known him since we (be) boys.

10. It’s a long time since we last (see) him.

3. Present Perfect Simple or Continuous?

Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.

1. How long you (learn) English?

2. I (want) to meet her again for months.

3. We (only, hear) from him twice since he went to Canada.

4. My parents (just, arrive) from New York.

5. Helen (study) art for two years now.

6. Andrew (not, see) his sister for years.

7. Mr Gray (teach) in our school since 1984.

8. She (write) to him several times these last few weeks.

9. My father (work) in the garden since early this morning.

10. It (rain) continuously since early this morning.

11. We (live) here since 1992.

12. Our neighbour’s baby (cry) for at least an hour.

13. Our neighbour’s baby (cry) several times today.

14. We (already, ring) the bell four times now.

15. I (know) Mr Winter for some years.

16. The children (swim) for nearly an hour.

17. They (not, stop) swimming since I came.

18. Mr Smith (fly) to New York twelve times this year.

19. The police officer (watch) the suspects since yesterday evening.

20. Grandma (sit) by the window all afternoon.
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